
Introduced by Council Member Love:

RESOLUTION 2016-536
A RESOLUTION OPPOSING THE RECENT CHANGES TO FLORIDA’S SURFACE WATER QUALITY STANDARDS BY THE FLORIDA ENVIRONMENTAL REGULATION COMMISSION AND URGING THE GOVERNOR TO RECONSIDER THE COMMISSION’S RECOMMENDATIONS PRIOR TO THE RECOMMENDATIONS BEING SENT TO THE ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY FOR FINAL REVIEW AND APPROVAL, AND URGING THE EPA TO PROVIDE MORE APPROPRIATE PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD FOR THE PROPOSED CHANGES AND THOROUGH EVALUATION OF SAME; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, the federal Clean Water Act requires that states periodically review standards for water quality publicly and adopt changes, as appropriate, and Florida’s current Human Health-Based Water Quality Criteria were last updated in 1992; and 


WHEREAS, the Environmental Protection Agency (“EPA”) issued new scientific recommendations in 2015 based on national water quality and demographic trends; and


WHEREAS, the Florida Department of Environmental Protection (“FDEP”) is required to apply the EPA’s guidelines while also accounting for Florida’s specific water chemistry and population through human health-based criteria; and  


WHEREAS, the FDEP could have followed the more conservative risk assessment model and risk exposure levels for regulated chemicals that are recommended by the EPA, which would have likely resulted in more stringent regulations on numerous chemicals, including known carcinogens, but instead selected a less protective path that exposes millions of Floridians to a higher risk threshold; and

WHEREAS, in May the FDEP announced that it was planning to take the proposed rules to the Florida Environmental Regulation Commission (the “Commission”) in early fall for consideration; and


WHEREAS, on June 30th, FDEP announced that the proposed rules would be fast-tracked and sent to the Commission on July 26th, instead of the early fall timeframe given in May; and

WHEREAS, on Tuesday, July 26, 2016, the Commission, whose members are appointed by Governor Rick Scott, voted 3-2 to support changes that increase the amount of numerous toxic chemicals in Florida’s waterways; and

WHEREAS, there are currently two empty seats on the Commission, one representing local government and the other for representatives of the environmental community, preventing key stakeholder groups from being adequately represented on important statewide regulatory decisions; and


WHEREAS, the FDEP contends that the new regulations are based on Florida’s specific water chemistry and population; and


WHEREAS, prior to the vote on July 26th, requests by interested parties, including various environmental groups and the Miccosukee Tribe of Indians of Florida, were made to delay a decision on the recommendations until more study on the health impacts of the changes, particularly to children and the elderly, and until the two vacant positions on the Commission were filled; and 


WHEREAS, U.S. Senator Bill Nelson and eight members of the U.S. House have sent a letter to the EPA Administrator, Gina McCarthy, stating that they have “serious concerns” about the changes, which will be sent to the EPA for final review and approval; and


WHEREAS, the City of Jacksonville makes recommendations through the formal resolution process; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

Resolution Opposing the Proposed Changes to the State Human Health-Based Water Quality Criteria and Requesting Further Review of the Criteria by State and EPA.  The City of Jacksonville does hereby state its opposition to the recent changes to Florida’s Human Health-Based Water Quality Criteria recommended by the Florida Environmental Regulation Commission and urges the Governor, Rick Scott, to reconsider the Commission’s recommendations to increase the limits for numerous chemicals discharged into Florida’s waterways prior those recommendations being sent to the Environmental Protection Agency for final review and approval. In addition, the Council urges EPA to provide a more appropriate public comment period for the proposed Florida Human Health-Based Water Quality Criteria and to thoroughly evaluate the methods used to determine the proposed Human Health-Based Water Quality Criteria to ensure the utmost protection for Florida’s citizens, environment and economy.  


Section 2.

Effective Date.  This resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor’s signature.

Form Approved:

  __/s/ Paige Hobbs Johnston 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By: Paige H. Johnston
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